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Editorial & 


Hello and welcome to Ogofa 4. 
Unfortunately it’s a bit behind 
schedule mainly due to lack of 
submitted articles. Quite a few 
interesting trips have been under- 
taken since the last issue, the 
most interesting (note lack of trip 
reports !!) being listed below: 


The Croesor to Rhosydd through 
trip. This proved to be a classic - 
dubious abseils, dangerous boul- 
ders, collapsing bridges - thrilling 
with a degree of menace and un- 
certainty all the way. With the 
now imminent" reopening of 
Rhosydd we are probably one of 
the last groups to make the 
through trip. 


Pool Sink to Wretched Rabbit & 
Flood Entrance to Stream Pas- 
sage. The later being the scene of 
some gentle coaxing of a corpu- 
lent caver from another club who 
got wedged in the tube linking 
Flood Entrance to Bar Pot. 


Otter Hole & Porth yr Ogof. A 
superb inter-tidal trip during a 
dry August with four of us reach- 
ing the terminal sump. Unfortu- 
nately this trip was spoiled by car 
thefts at Llangattock and the Wye 
Valley car park. A fun Sunday 
out was had swimming in Porth 
yr Ogof. A booking will be made 
for a similar weekend next year. 


Providence to Dow & Bull Pot 
over August Bank. This was an- 
other superb trip. We were quite 


Secretarial 


surprised when we were overtak- 
en in Brew Chamber by Rich- 
ard’s mate from Bernies’ who 
never goes caving - and so anoth- 
er myth is destroyed. We accom- 
plished the trip in about 5 hours 
which isn’t bad for a first at- 
tempt. 


No-one managed to attend the 
CCC meeting this September 
mainly due to a surfeit of other 
trips during August. 


Dean and myself attended the 
inaugural meeting of the North 
Wales CRO where we formally 
stated the willingness of our club 
to join. Club membership is set at 
£20.00 annually and entitles us to 
4 votes. This will have to be rati- 
fied at our AGM. A constitution- 
al amendment will then be pro- 
posed to formally express our 
support for the NWCRO. 


Work is continuing with the 
Cambrian Cave Registry. Num- 
ber of North Wales entries now 
stands at 139. Most of these have 
now been validated. Members of 
the CCR are currently investigat- 
ing a computerised database 
structure for the Registry. As far 
as the North Wales version is 
concerned, two major steps have 
been taken. The database is now 
fully relational with publications 
and articles beings stored in sepa- 
rate data tables. There is now al- 
so an auto build function where- 
by maps are automatically updat- 


yn 


Ogota 


ed whenever grid references or 
cave names are changed. 


The AGM, Christmas Dinner and 
Annual Dinner will be combined 
this year. Dates will be circulated 
after consultation with club mem- 
bers. 


It was decided at last years AGM 
that membership — subscription 
dates be set to September with 
any persons joining at other times 
of the year being rebated during 
September. Consequently subs 
are now due! 


Constitution. Small changes were 
made at last year’s AGM. Voting 
proposals can now be submitted 
without prior announcement at 
AGMs and EGMs. The role of an 
executive committee is retained 
although its membership has 
been expanded to include all club 
members. 
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Abergele Caves (& others) 


Friday 7th April 1995 


Castell Cawr 

These caves are easily found by 
driving along the road south from 
Abergele which skirts the lime- 
stone escarpment behind a new 
housing estate. The cliff face of 
Castell Cawr (SH/9370.7657) is 
marked on the OS map. Parking 
near some houses, a small lane 
goes parallel to the cliff. At a left 
hand corner of the lane, an over- 
grown path through the trees and 
brambles approaches the base of 
the cliff. The caves are numbered 
in the CCNW - although I visited 
them in reverse order from west 
to east. 


Cave 3 

This is an obvious entrance up a 
slope opposite the road. The cave 
however is only about 4’ x 4’ and 
about 8’ high with a flat roof. It 
might be possible to remove a 
few boulders in the floor but it is 
debatable if the cave continues. 


Above Cave no. 3 are another 
two entrances to shallow caves. It 
is however necessary to abseil 
from the top downwards to reach 
these. There is a conveniently 
positioned tree at the top of the 
cliff just above the entrance. 


Cave 2 

At a corner of the cliff some dis- 
tance to the east is cave 2. The 
obvious entrance is about 30’ up 
the cliff wall and necessitates a 
scramble up the cliff using some 
decent sized ledges. The entrance 
is 6’ high x 4’ wide and show 
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signs of scalloping. 
There is also some cal- ger Grade 1 
cite. 6’ in, there is a 

squeeze toasmaller2’ 2 
dia. passage with dirt 
floor leading down- 
wards for about 40’. 
Unfortunately — there 
were two bats hanging 
from the roof fast 
asleep right in the mid- 
dle of the passage. It 
would have been im- 
possible to pass them 
without disturbing 
them so I turned back 
out. According to the CCNW the 
passage leads to a small chamber. 


Entrance 


Cave 1 

This is some distance further to 
the east and is about 15’ up the 
cliff up a slope. The 4’ high trian- 
gular entrance curves leftwards to 


Castell Cawr 
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by Robin Griffiths 


ABERGELE 


Housing Estate 


Castell Cawr Caves, 
Abergele 


Castell Cawr Cave No. 1 2 


North 


a 3’ x 2’ wide crawl with a small 
flow deposit on the right. A right 
angle bend to the left leads to a 
flat out crawl for about 20’ on a 
dirt floor. After a prominent 
muddy stalagmite, the passage 
rises emerging in a chamber. The 
chamber is 20’ long 
by 6’ wide and up to 
about 15’ high. There 
are a number of old 
flow formations and 
solution 
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the roof. A low passage leading 
on is choked with dirt. 


The following Tuesday, myself, 
Brian, Dean and Rob visited 
again with some digging stuff. 
Two digs were started, one in the 
choked passage, and the other in 
the floor at the far end of the 
chamber. A rather impressive 
wall was built across the chamber 
and all the rubble from the digs 
placed in it. Crowbars, trowels 
and a lump hammer were utilised 
and some progress was made. 
The exit passage has now been 
cleared with about 4’ of new pas- 
sage leading to what looks like a 
continuation under an arch which 
has started appearing on the left. 
The passage trends either parallel 
to or towards the cliff. It is likely 
that it is heading in the direction 
of Cave no. 2, which is probably 
the best that we can expect out of 
the dig. On our next visit a com- 
pass and tape will be taken and 
surveys of both caves will be pro- 
duced. One more dig should 
prove whether it is worth perse- 
vering here or not. 


Dinorben Farm Sink 

Following the Friday visit I trun- 
dled across to have a look at Di- 
norben Farm Sink (SH/ 
9680.7468) which lies up the 
limestone escarpment above the 
village of St George near the 
A55. The sinking stream is 
marked on the OS map and is on 
the other side of the road from 
Dinorben Farm. Next to the road 
is a 30’ diameter shakehole 
which was the original position 
where the stream sank prior to 
1976. The small stream sinks 
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about 40’ up the dry stream bed 
into a circular 2%’ diameter hole. 
Both the floor and roof are com- 
posed of mud and the passage is 
blocked. 


The water was believed to re- 
surge at the lost cave of St 
George’s Cave (approx. 
SH/969.755) about a mile away 
and about 200’ lower down the 
escarpment. This is believed to 
have been quarried away by the 
Parc-y-Meirch Quarry. The quar- 
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ry was working even though it 
was Good Friday so I was unable 
to see whether there was any type 
of resurgence in the vicinity. 


Mochdre Mines 

On the way back home I remem- 
bered seeing a couple of large 
entrances in the limestone cliff 
opposite Quinton Hazel in 
Mochdre on the outskirts of Col- 
wyn Bay. Parking the car in the 
lay-by at SH/8230.7975, an 
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entrance is encountered at the 
base of the cliff. This is full of 
rubbish and was not entered. 
About 150’ higher up the cliff 
was the large gated entrance- 10’ 
x 10’ that I had previously spot- 
ted. The gate has been damaged 
and it is possible to enter. The 
passage immediately splits into 
four, each continuing with a dirt 
floor for some distance. Bits of 
metal litter the passage. 


Just below the top of the hill was 
another smaller passage which 
leads to a floorless chamber after 
about 40’. It is possible to see 
daylight from opposite the cham- 
ber and from above the chamber. 
Continuing to the top of the hill, 
it is apparent that the top has 
been quarried away leaving a 
large pit. Just above the pit is a 


fenced shaft which 
probably drops _ into 
the previously noted — Rough Section through 
chamber. Just inside Mochdre Mine/Quarry 
the pit itself was an- 
other deep shaft with a 
large tank jammed 
halfway down. 


I do not know what 
the purpose of these 
tunnels were. The pit 
at the top seems to be 
a limestone quarry, but 
the passages below 
seem to be a bit elabo- 
rate to be just adits. I 
did spot quite a bit of galena in Note: I now think that it probably 
one outcrop at the top of the just is a quarry with limestone 
quarry, and this could be a possi- blocks being dumped down the 
ble explanation. shaft prior to being removed via 
adit. Robin 29/9/97. 


CaeCochGoldMine ©. 9 “a. 


Ganllwyd near Dolgellau 
Sunday 2nd April 1995 


Whilst walking up Y Garn (No. 
111 !) at the southern end of the 
Rhiniogs I came across an exten- 
sive area of mine spoil just to the 
west of the forest above Ganll- 
wyd. This turned out to be the 
Cae Coch Gold mine. The Na- 
tional Trust now own the land 
and are in the process of renovat- 
ing some of the old buildings - 
presumably to turn them into 
tourist attractions. An old railway 
embankment leaves the mill to- 
wards the adits and stopes which 
stretch up the hill along two 
lines. The adit/stope numbering 
system is used only as a reference 
to the Sketch Map. 


No 1. This was level with the 
railway. Towards the end, the 
passage slopes upwards with a 
rubble floor to a choke at roof 
level. Falling water could be 
heard beyond. This is probably at 
the bottom of the stope higher up 
the hillside. A few yards in there 
is acrosscut to the left to inter- 
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cept a white vein of quartz. De- 
spite the application of the old 
hammer, no gold was seen ! 


No 2. Slightly up the hillside is a 
fenced off area surrounding a 30’ 
deep hole and an adit. This ap- 
pears to connect with no 1. The 
adit is linear, and about half way 
along is a 15’ high aven in the 
roof which emits falling water. 
The hole does not appear to go 
anywhere and looks like a trial. 


Across from No. 2 is adit No. 3, 
which was dank and full of deep 
water. There was also an amount 
of rotten timber in the entrance. 
For these reasons the adit was not 
entered. 


Above No. 2, No. 4 is a long, 
narrow stope which is up to about 


30’ deep in places. At one point 
two timber logs are wedged 
across the rift. 


Back across above No. 3 is No. 5. 
The entrance is dammed by rub- 
ble with airspace of only a few 
inches. However, daylight is visi- 
ble as the passage is stoped to the 
surface beyond. A shallow trench 
along the surface continues for 
some distance, and there are a 
couple of narrow, deep looking 
holes along it. 


No. 6 was also to full of water 
too deep to be explored without 
wellies, so I had a look at No. 7 
some way higher up the hill. Ra- 
ther than being along the line of 
the rest of the adits, this adit goes 
in a northerly direction and soon 
opens into a large chamber with 


North Wales CRO Rescue 
Practice at Rhosydd 


September 1995 


Reaching the first chamber on the 
left of the main adit, Chris 
briefed those attending. We 
would require four search parties 
of four people, each team includ- 
ing a first aider and someone 
with ‘local knowledge’. As Dean, 
Brian and myself had been to 
Rhosydd about a month previ- 
ously, we ended up in separate 
search teams. Starting from Pic- 
cadilly Circus at the end of 9 adit, 
we were given areas to search 
and a time limit of 1/2 an hour. 


My team was assigned the first 
chamber on the east E9 -> E3. 
The four of us spread out across 
the slate slope and gradually 
climbed to higher levels, shout- 
ing at potential rescuees. Near the 
top was a tricky 10 ft climb up a 
greasy slab. Coming back down I 
stabilised myself at the top by 


holding a large boulder, and was 
somewhat disturbed when I 
found both the boulder and my- 
self trundling towards the drop. I 
performed a graceful back somer- 
sault, parting company with the 
boulder on the way down, 
astounding my colleagues who 
rushed across. Luckily I was 
none the worse for my experi- 
ence. 


Back at Piccadilly Circus, we 
were debriefed by Chris and the 
entire team moved up the incline 
to the West Twll with other par- 
ties searching passages on the 
way. At the bottom of West Twill, 
my party were instructed to 
search the left hand side of the 
Twll which we did to no avail. 
Back down the bottom, Chris had 
been informed that a scream fol- 
lowed by a thumping noise had 


Ogota 


yn 


daylight seen above. To one side 
is a timber lined flooded shaft 
opening into what looks like a 
large chamber below. Onwards 
the passage zig zags over a rub- 
ble pile to its conclusion. 


The rubble heaps outside the ad- 
its seem to have been sorted into 
two piles - waste rock and quartz. 
With time getting on I left the 
mine (and some unexplored ad- 
its) to climb Y Garn - getting lost 
in the mist and ending up with a 
forced march of 8 miles from 
Barmouth. This wouldn’t have 
been too bad apart from the unex- 
pected sight of Dean cruising 
past in his vehicle on his way 
home from Corris. He didn’t 
stop !! 


by R. Griffiths 


been heard by someone through 
one of the windows on the incline 
overlooking chamber E9A-E4A. 


My party were instructed to in- 
vestigate, so down the incline we 
trundled again and into chamber 
E9. The ‘casualty’ was about half 
way up the slope on the right and 
there was already a couple of 
people there stabilising the casu- 
alty’s condition. Someone had 
already taken charge and was 
bossing people about as they ar- 
rived. The ‘casualty’ was diag- 
nosed as having a dislocated hip 
(nice lump at the top of his 
thigh), a back and a neck injury. 


Various people were dispatched 
to obtain upper leg and back first 
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aid kits, others to obtain a ‘Neil 
Rob’ stretcher, and others to es- 
tablish an evacuation route down 
the slope, ‘gardening’ the route 
of unstable slate blocks in the 
process. A long rope was re- 
quired for evacuation, so off I 
went in search of one. Up the in- 
cline again, I met Dean with a 
party at one of the windows over- 
looking W9. Apparently they had 
also found a ‘casualty’ (all part of 
Tony Smith's Master Plan) in the 
chamber below and were prepar- 
ing to rig the drop to evacuate 
her. They did not have any spare 
ropes, but fortunately I met 
someone with a rope coming 
down the incline. 


Back with our ‘casualty’ and 
things were going well. The 
evacuation route had _ been 
cleared and marked with plastic 
tape. Various first aid parapher- 
nalia, splints and neck support 
were now attached to our 
‘victim’. It was now time to get 
him into the stretcher which was 
quite difficult due to the rough 
area. He was soon strapped in 
and ready for evacuation. It was 
now important to get him out 
quickly because he was suffering 
from shock and trauma not to 
mention internal bleeding around 
the hip. With someone belaying 
the stretcher via a figure of eight, 
four of us slowly manhandled the 
casualty down the slope. This 
was very hard work due to the 


Croesor Slate Mine 


Ogofa 3 included an account of a 
through trip from Croesor to 
Rhosydd by Peter Stockton and 
two colleagues. Towards the end 
of 1994 members of the GCPC 
(B. Davies, R. Griffiths, D. 
Mannion) and C. Jowett, repeated 
the mighty Croesor to Rhosydd 
through trip. The trip was quite 
an epic with the highlight being 
Chris’ unscheduled swim whilst 
crossing a rotten wooden bridge 
with a rubber dinghy balanced on 
his shoulders. 


Following the publication of 
Ogofa 3, I received some infor- 
mation about Croesor by Adrian 
Barrell of the Launceston Steam 
Railway Quarry Research Group. 
They have put together a file of 
information on Croesor from the 
earliest beginnings to the present 
day called ‘The Croesor File’. 
Copies of the file are deposited at 
The Record Office - Dolgellau, 
National Library of Wales - Ab- 
erystwyth and at Fforwm Plas 
Tan-y-Bwlch near Maentwrog. 


Croesor consisted of seven levels 
of workings, 4 above adit level 
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uneven nature of the route and 
the fact that our specimen 
weighed about 14 stones (+gear). 
We eventually got him to the end 
of 9 adit where our ‘rescue’ end- 
ed. One of the points that came to 
light during the evacuation was 
that the stretcher afford no sup- 
port to our victim’s head because 
the neck support was acting as a 
lever fulcrum. We did however 
fabricate a head support from the 
tape reel which just about 
worked. 


Whilst waiting for the rest of the 
team to arrive, we met some ex- 
plorers who turned out to be part 
of the South Snowdonia Rescue 
Team - no doubt wondering what 
we were doing on their patch. — 

Pg 22 


and 3 below. The levels were 
numbered in ascending order D 
down, C down, B down, A, B up, 
C up and D up with A being at 
adit level. Chambers were then 
designated a number according to 
their position relative to adit, 1 
East, 2 East etc. and 1 West, 2 


West etc..... A complete chamber 
specification might then be 
Cdown14E. 


All levels below adit level are 
currently flooded. The link be- 
tween Rhosydd and Croesor was 
originally driven in order to veri- 
fy the exact boundaries of the 
two mines in order to settle a dis- 


pute. 


Chris on the ‘bridge’, chamber A16E 7] 
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White Quarry Caves 


Whitford near Holywell! 
Sunday ‘st April 


I had spotted a 
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by Robin Griffiths 


tempting looking 
limestone rock face 
near Holywell a few 
weeks before whilst 
speeding home one 
day from Manches- 
ter. Indeed, I even 
stopped for a quick 
recce where I saw a 
couple of entrances 
including an interest- 
ing looking narrow 
slot which opened 
into what looked like 
a chamber about 10’ 
below. Reaching 
home I tapped in the quarry's grid 
reference into the old computer 
and it came up with White Quar- 
ry Caves as the nearest match. 
Looking at the CCNW confirmed 
that this indeed was the site, and 
that the quarry contained no few- 
er than 11 caves. These caves are 
numbered in the CCNW and for 
consistency, this numbering sys- 
tem is maintained here. The order 
listed however is as they are vis- 
ited by traversing the quarry in a 
clockwise direction. There are 
references to the first eight caves 
in a Shepton Mallet Occasional 
Journal dating from the late 
1950’s. 


to Pantasaph 


The quarry is to be found just to 
the east of Pantasaph just before 
the road crosses the A55. There is 
a convenient grass verge on the 
right near a public footpath sign. 
The footpath is followed directly 
to the quarry passing over a stile. 


Nos. 7a and 7b (SJ/1660.7600) 

These two entrances are obvious- 
ly noticeable on the opposite 
quarry face upon entering the 
quarry. They take the form of two 
circles, the second slightly to the 
right and above the first. 7a is 


White Quarry 


about 5’ above the quarry floor 
and is about 3’ in diameter and 
about 10’ long. The floor consists 
of mud and stones and a narrow 
choke at the end is diggable, but 
probably too narrow if cleared. A 
small choke on the right might 
also be diggable and would prob- 
ably connect with 7b. 


The entrance to 7b is situated 
about 5’ from 7a, 8’ up the face 
and is about 2%’ in diameter. 
There is a climbable drop of 
about 8’ into a small chamber 
with no way on. The chamber is 
about 6’ x 3’ x 8’ high in size. 


About 10’ around the corner to 
the right is a low, mud choked 
bedding plane well protected by 
brambles and thorns. It doesn't 
appear to be of much interest. 


No. 10 (SJ/1660.7598 ) 

This is about 20’ in front of no. 7 
in the quarry floor itself. I takes 
the form of a 1.5’ diameter tube 
that has been truncated by quar- 
rying leaving a 4’ long arch in a 
spur of limestone and a trench 
where the limestone has been 
quarried away. The trench is 
about 5’ in length and terminates 


Shafts 


Brown Quarry 


in a shallow, choked continuation 
of the cave. 


No. 6 (SJ/1663.7599) 

This is not easily seen from the 
quarry floor as the entrance is on 
a narrow limestone bench about 
20’ up the quarry wall. It is how- 
ever quite easily found as it is 
only about 30’ to the right of 
cave no. 7. The 24’ x 1’ entrance 
starts off as a trench that was 
truncated by quarrying opera- 
tions. It slopes down about 10’ to 
a5’ x 5’ x 5’ chamber. Onwards 
is through a zig zag which dou- 
bles back on the left to a smaller 
chamber and then immediately to 
the right where it continues low 
and muddy for about 40’ to a 
small chamber. 


No. 5 (SJ/1666.7600) 

Around the next spur is a large 
entrance at the top of a dirt slope. 
The entrance is about 12’ high x 
3’ wide and is defaced by graffiti. 
After about 15’, the passage low- 
ers to a flat out crawl through 
mud and water, terminating after 


a few corners. > 9) 
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No 4 (SJ/1667.7600) 

This is just around the corner to 
the right of No 5. The entrance is 
hidden behind a thorny bush and 
is only a few feet long. 


No 3 (SJ/1669.7600) 

This is some way around the 
quarry wall and is about 4’ high 
and 2’ wide. It slopes upwards 
over mud for about 8’ to where 
two boulders embedded in dried 
mud block the passage. These 
could easily be removed with a 
crowbar allowing the rest of the 
mud to be dug out. 


From the centre of the quarry a 
ramp of limestone rises towards 
the south east. There are four in- 
teresting caves in the ramp. 


No. 2 (SJ/1670.7594) 

The entrance shaft is on the left 
hand side of the ramp and is 
about 3’ long and 1’ wide. It 
drops 12’ into a 5’ x 3’ chamber. 
Having come equipped with SRT 
and a 6’ long 2” x 2” steel con- 
duit I rapidly zipped down the 
entrance to land in the dirt 
floored chamber below. The 
chamber looked as if it could be 
profitably dug on three sides. In 
particular, a slope could be seen 
above the dirt descending for 
about 6’ on one side. This was 
the number one candidate for 
digging out - both from a poten- 
tial point of view and from a 
practical point of view as the 
loose dirt could easily be raised 
to the surface in a bucket. 


No. 1 (SJ/1671.7593) 

A bit further up the ramp from 
No. 2, this is described in CCNW 
as being ‘a small passage 10’ 
long partially blocked by mud’. 
The entrance now appears to be 
almost totally blocked by mud, 
although it is possible to see a 
hole going down against one 
wall. 


No. 9 (SJ/1670.7589) 

This is on the opposite side of the 
ramp from nos. 2 and | and is 
just opposite 1. A 3’ x 2’ en- 
trance leads to a low passage. 
Just underneath the entrance, and 
doubling back underneath it is a 
narrow looking rift about 6’ long 
tapering from 1’ to a few inches 
at the opposite end. The rift sides 
were sheer and a stone thrown 
down shows the rift to be about 
30’ deep. As my SRT rope was 
only about 20’ long I left a de- 
scent until next time. 


No 11 (SJ/1666.7591) 

This was a narrow tube about 10’ 
long and was reported in the 
CCNW as issuing ‘a dull rum- 
bling/humming noise’. Nothing 
was heard on my visit, although 
it could conceivably be linked 
with water flow during wetter 
weather. 


No. 8 (SJ/1675.7598) 

Immediately to the east is another 
small quarry. At its north end is 
an entrance 15’ up at the top of a 
climb behind some bushes. It is 
however small being about 3’ 


Pits, Quarries & Mines 


There are three main types of 
slate workings. The method em- 
ployed at a given location is a 
function of the dip of the slate 
vein and whether the outcrop oc- 
curs on a mountain slope or at the 
valley bottom. 


If a vein slopes steeply down the 
mountain, then an open quarry 


with terraced workings would be 
used (fig 1). A typical terrace 
would range in depth from 30’ to 
70’ Open quarries are largely self 
draining and as slates had to be 
transported downhill with the 
assistance of gravity, it was quite 
a simple matter to have a coun- 
terbalance incline system with 
full trucks descending and empty 
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high, 1’ wide and 5’ long. Along 
the west side of this quarry is a 
filled in mineshaft which sported 
a rather strange cage type struc- 
ture across it. 


It is interesting to speculate as to 
the size of these caves before 
quarrying operations com- 
menced. The caves around the 
ramp were particularly interest- 
ing and their vertical range be- 
fore quarrying removed 40’ or so 
of limestone from above them 
would be interesting to know. 
The quarry itself stands at the 
northern end of the Halkyn min- 
ing district and there are a num- 
ber of lodes and mineshafts in the 
area. 


Following a swift pint in the pub 
at Lloc, I had a brief look at Plas 
Captain Sink (SJ/1130.7780). 
For some strange reason the unu- 
sual name of Plas Captain is quite 
a popular one for farms in this 
area as | recall seeing another one 
somewhere on the OS map. A 
small road to the left of the Holy- 
well to Prestatyn road leads via 
two right angle bends to Plas 
Captain. Just near the second cor- 
ner in the field to the east a small 
stream or drainage ditch along 
the boundary of two fields sinks 
beneath the roots of a tree with a 
gurgling noise. The stream itself 
appears to rise underneath the 
bank of the main road a few hun- 
dred yards to the east and is 
about 3’ wide and 6” deep by the 
time it sinks. 


trucks ascending. Examples of 
quarries are those of Llanberis 
and Bethesda such as Dinorwic 
and Penrhyn. => 
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If the vein dips away from or into the moun- 
tain side (figures 2 and 3), then underground 
workings with a series of chambers would be 
utilised to chase the veins into the mountain. 
The mines would usually have a low level 
adit permitting drainage and recovery of 
slate. However, as the mines grew deeper, 
low level adits did not always follow the 
deepening levels with the consequent need 
for pumps for drainage. There would be inter- 
nal inclines in slate mines, the power source 
depending on whether the slate had to be car- 
ried up or down the inclines. Virtually all the 
slate workings around Ffestiniog were of the 
mine type. Sadly, this method of working is 
no longer economically viable and is giving 
way to the process of un-topping, where the 
overburden above the slate veins is stripped 
away with vast pits and terraces cutting a 
swathe into the mountains as witnessed by 
the almost total destruction of Manod Mawr 
North Top and the imminent re-opening of 
Rhosydd Quarry. ™ 


Pits would be employed where steeply dip- 
ping veins occurred on valley bottoms or in a 
predominately flat area (fig 4). As with open 
quarries, pits would be worked as terraces. 
Sometimes where topography permitted it 
was possible to have a tunnel or cutting for 
drainage and removal of slate such as at Glyn 
Rhonwy, but often it was necessary to em- 
ploy some type of pumping scheme and pow- 
er in order to lift the full slate wagons out of 
the pits. Quarries around the Nantlle valley 
such as Dorothea and Pen-yr-Orsedd were of 
the pit variety. 


In spite of the above well differentiated clas- 
sifications, it is of course uncommon for 
workings to be exclusively of one type. For 
instance Rhosydd started as two pit workings 
high on the mountain, but then evolved into a 
mine by following the veins underground. 
Then again, a hillside quarry might be deep- 
ened into a pit such as at Vivian Quarry. 


Power was required for various needs, chiefly 
wagon transport, pumping and slate dressing. 
The source of power could take various 
forms depending on local availability and 
could be gravity using counterbalanced in- 
clines (Dinorwic), water from reservoirs 
(Llechwedd), steam (Dorothea), diesel 
(Rhosydd) or electricity (Croesor). Again 
most quarries would utilise more than one 
type of power source. 


(©) 
©) 
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Figure 1 - Terraced Workings 
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Figure 4 - Pit Workings 
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The Lost Diaries of Doctor Strange 


In common with other British counties, Gwynedd contains a number of interesting, odd, con- 
jectured and fabled underground sites. Some of these have recently come to light following the 
discovery of the long lost memoirs of Doctor Strange, on which much of the following article 
is based. 


Old Caernarfon Town 

Extensive passages are supposed to underlie the walled section of Caernarfon. The cellars of 
some of the pubs (Pendeitch & Hole in the Wall) are reputed to be linked to the underground 
network and this would be a particularly interesting through trip! The River Cadnant also 
flows beneath a section of the town, and entry to this was (and still is if you can open the 
manhole) obtainable from the old railway tunnel which passes underneath the town square. 


The Doctor also relates how a popular legend has it that a tunnel leads from Caernarfon Cas- 
tle underneath the quay to Castell Bach on the opposite side of the Afon Seiont. 


Llyn Peris Bypass. 

During the construction of the Dinorwic Pumped Storage scheme at Llanberis, it was neces- 
sary to divert the flow of the river entering Llyn Peris into a bypass (to prevent lake level 
changing in an uncontrolled manner). The tunnel thus created is about a mile long and would 
make a superb dinghy trip if access were permitted. 


Britannia Mine and Clogwyn Coch 

These mines are reputed to be connected underground. Clogwyn Coch is on the Clogwyn Du 
Arddu side of Snowdon and a through trip if a reality would go underneath the Snowdon 
Railway. 


Moelwyn and Pant Mawr Slate Mine 
These two slate mines, (ying on opposite sides of Moel(wyn Mawr are reputedly connected. The 


levels in Pant Mawr (1500 asl) were numbered sequentially with those of the Moelwyn Mine 
(1700asl). The Moelwyn adits have now been gated by the CEGB as they are quite dangerous - 
having a number of vertical shafts. It is also probable that the lower workings have been 
flooded by the damming of Llyn Stwlan as part of the Ffestiniog Pumped Storage scheme. A 
through trip however - should it exist would prove to be an interesting one, the romance of 
traversing through a mountain being such. 


Fron Boeth Tunnel 

This tunnel served the Pant Mawr Slate Mine on Moelwyn Mawr and was used for slate 
drawing using horses. It is unusual in that it is the longest tunnel in the slate industry that is 
not excavated in slate. There are a couple of excavated chambers within, purpose unknown. 


Anglesey Lake 

According to the Doctor, there is a lake on Anglesey in the vicinity of Llangefni, thought by 
the Doctor to be Llyn Bodafon whose level rises and falls in sympathy with that of another 
lake on the mainland. It is interesting to note that there is a large section of carboniferous 
limestone extending from the east coast of Anglesey inland towards Llangefni. => I —) 
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Llech Cave 

This cave at the base of a steep cliff on the Great Orme was once used by the monks of the 
Gogarth Abbey who lived on the Great Orme. It is unusual in having an artificial octagonal 
seat and altar and the visage of Janus inscribed on the wall near the entrance. (See Ogofa ? 


for details) 


The Llanfair Hall Farm Passage 

A legendary tunnel is said to exist, leading from Llanfair Hall Farm near the Menai Straits 
inland towards Bethel. This might have a small grain of truth in this as nearer towards 
Portdinorwic, near the old Pork Pie Factory, there are a couple of fissure caves in the low 
cliffs bounding the Straits. 


Moelfre Cave 
Discovered by Gus Horlsey as mentioned in Ogofas, location unknown (as is that of Mr Horsley !) 


Moel Lefn Asbestos Mine 
On the side of Moel Lefn near Beddgelert is an old asbestos trial. Chrysolite was found, but the 
fibres were too short to enable economic exploitation. 


Glyn Rhonwy 


A number of large slate pits to the west of the Llanberis to Caernarfon road. The Air Minis- 
try used the site between 1940 and 1961 and installed a standard gauge rail network. There is 
a drainage adit running under the road to Llyn Padarn which did away with the require- 
ment of a powered drainage system as was usually required for pit working. Slate waste was 
also dumped directly into Llyn Padarn. The Doctor's favourite anecdote about this site is 
when some local boys broke in several years ago and found a hand grenade amongst the rub- 
bish. They removed the pin and threw it towards an old wooden shed which to the accompa- 
niment of a cataclysmic bang obligingly disintegrated in a shower of splinters. The boys were 
picked up by the police twenty minutes later, still rooted to the spot with ringing in their 
ears. 


Cae Coch 
Cae Coch Pyrites Mine in the Conwy Valley is well known for the snotalite formations found 
there. These are believed to be sulphur metabolising organisms which excrete sulphuric acid. 


The Maenofferen/ Llechwedd Leat 


Walking from the new car park in Blaenau Ffestiniog up the gravel track, one comes to the 
semi-abandoned Maenofferen Slate Mine. This area is itself interesting, but if one follows the 
incline upwards heading north, a leat heading towards Llechwedd is met. Upstream, the wa- 
ter is found to be emanating from a small tunnel. There is no sign of how the water gets into 
the tunnel in the first place, although about half a mile to the north east are the twin reser- 
voirs of Llyn Newydd and Llyn Bowydad. There is also an active water pipe in the vicinity - 
also presumably having the reservoirs as its source. 


Incidentally there are a couple of mineralised veins (copper, lead and zinc) to the south of the 


lakes and a large amount of iron pyrites was seen by the Doctor amongst the slate rubble in 


the vicinity of Maenofferen. 
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Llandudno Bronze Age Mines 

These mines - high on the Great Orme are now well known as a tourist attraction. It was 
known for some time that the Victorian workings intercepted older workings - believed to be 
Roman. It was only a few years ago that it was realised that the workings were much older 
being of Bronze Age. Excavation work unearthed a labyrinth of deep Bronze Age workings 
which indicated that the Bronze Age people were advanced in drainage, ventilation and min- 
ing techniques. The mine is believed to have served the whole of Europe and Bronze Age min- 
ing was carried out over an astounding 1000 years. 


Bonzo’s Cave 

Now this is a strange one. It fies almost 2000' up between the peaks of Gallt y Daren and 
Moel y Slates at the western end of the Arenig Hills. The Good Doctor, together with his trav- 
elling companion Herr Rees (HPM First Class) recently visited the site during a Sunday so- 
journ in the hills. The entrance is at the base of a rocky outcrop at the top of a rubble slope 
not far from the fence. The entrance is about 6’ wide and 3’ high and continues for about 10’ 
with these generous proportions. The cave then reduces to a 2’ wide by 1’ high section continu- 
ing for at least another 5’. Unfortunately the Doctor forgot his light on this particular for- 
ay and was unable to penetrate deeper into the cave. The cave is formed in a type of com- 
pacted mudstone (in the Ffestiniog Beds of Cambrian age according to the map) which shows 
good horizontal layering, and fallen blocks were in evidence in the entrance. 


During 1973, a fox terrier named Bonzo got stuck in the cave and there is a cairn above the 
entrance together with a plaque to the effect of ‘In memory of BONZO the brave fox terrier 
who perished in this cave after eight days unsuccessful rescue attempt, which took place from 
April 23 to May 1 1973’. 
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Great Orme Mine Rescue Practice 


June 1995 


Due to various work commit- 
ments of the other team mem- 
bers, it was just myself who rep- 
resented the GCPC at the practice 
rescue on the Great Orme. 


This was a combination search 
and rescue and pitch rescue exer- 
cise. The ‘victim’ had been re- 
ported overdue after failing to 
surface from a 120’ mine shaft 
above the show mine on the 
Great Orme. Whilst a first aid 
and search teams went down, I 


helped with the construction of a 
haulage tripod. Once this was 
complete I descended the shaft to 
perform various assorted duties. 
On this occasion these include 
manning the telephone, hauling 
and ‘gardening’ the rescue route 
of awkward boulders. 


Although this was a mine rescue, 
the mine was quite reminiscent of 
a cave system since there was a 
lot of rough crawling involved. 
Even though the team was under- 


manned, the casualty was stabi- 
lised and removed quite efficient- 
ly. The new haulage technique 
was used to bring the casualty to 
the surface, and this was judged 
to have been a success. 


The two way radio system used 
for shaft communication proved 
to be a partial success. It worked 
well only when the telephone ca- 
ble was present in the shaft as a 
transmission aid. 
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Cave Location Mapping Using Database Packages 


00000 10000 20000 
20000 20000 
SH SJ 
10000 10000 
SO SN 
00000 00000 
10000 20000 
Figure 1 


The problem with OS map refer- 
ences are the sheet numbers:- 
namely SH for Gwynedd and SJ 
for Clwyd. Eight figure grid ref- 
erences have the following for- 
mat SS EEEEN NNN where SS 
is the sheet number, EEEE is a 
four figure easting and NNNN is 
a four figure northing. This sys- 
tem makes it difficult for charting 
cave positions using off the shelf 
software packages such as Excel 
or Access. 


Function FiveFigEasting (Grid As String) 
As Integer 
Dim East As Integer 
Dim Sheet As String 
Sheet = Left (Grid, 2) ' Sheet 
letters e.g. SH, SJ etc. 
Mid(Grid, 4, 4) 


East = 
northing 
Select Case Sheet 
Case Is = "SJ", "SN" 
East = 10000 + East 
Case Is = "SO" 
East = 20000 
End Select 
FiveFigEasting = East 
End Function 


+ East 


Function FiveFigNorthing (Grid As String) 


As Integer 
Dim North As Integer 
Dim Sheet As String 


Sheet = Left(Grid, 2) ' Sheet letters 


e.g. SH, SJ etc. 


North = Val (Right (Grid, 4)) ' 4 figure 


northing 
Select 
Case Sheet Case Is = "SH", "SJ" 
North = 10000 + North 
End Select 


FiveFigNorthing = North 
End Function 


Figure 3 


' 4 figure 


Ogofaz 


Grid Reference 


T 
Easting: FiveFigEasting([Grid Reference]) _| Northing: FiveFigNorthing([Grid Reference]) 


x] 


+ | 


Not Like "*x" And Not Like "SN*" And Not Like "SO*" 


Figure 2 


Easting (and optionally north- 
ings) are converted into five fig- 
ure co-ordinates with the first 
digit being dependent on the 
sheet no. This generates a 9 or 10 
digit number only grid reference 
which is ideal for generating co- 
ordinates for graph plotting. 
These figures are arbitrarily set 
as shown in Figure 1. 


The Access query shown in fig- 
ure 2 is used for generating five 
figure northing and eastings 
from the SS/EEEE.NNNN 
format grid references 
stored in the North Wales 
Cambrian Cave Registry 
database. 


The Access Basic functions 
FiveFigEasting and 
FiveFigNorthing are 
used to generate the five 
figure references, their 
codes are shown in Figure 
= 


The output of this query is 
simply the five figure east- 
ing and northing for each 
site in the database - Figure 
4. These can then be plotted 
directly as an XY scatter 
chart which can be superim- 
posed on a map to show 
graphically the relationship 
between different cave sites. 
Additional query conditions 
can then be imposed on 
cave sites, examples of this 
being shown in figs 5 and 6. 


Easting Northing 


1900: 18200: 
4975) 18217) 
3059 : 18714 
5202: 18412 
5285: 18215 
5320. 18170 
aie 6024... 18216: 
6026 18160 
6250: 18070 
6300: 18070 
6386: 18140 
6549: 18234 
7520:. 18420 
7539. 18408 
7402: 18175 


Figure 4 
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Figure 5 - All caves 
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Figure 5 - Caves > 200m long 
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Llanberis Copper Mine & Britannia Mine 


Party: Brian, Emyr, Robin 
Saturday 14th January 


The day of the Club’s Christmas 
Dinner (mid January !) duly ar- 
rived windy and wet. Brian and 
myself had arranged to explore 
the Llanberis Copper Mine near 
Llyn Peris and the Britannia Cop- 
per Mines high above Llyn 
Glaslyn just below the summit of 
Snowdon. Just to complicate 
matters further, we had arranged 
to meet Emyr near Llyn Glaslyn. 
Not being too keen on trips of a 
miney nature, Emyr had opted to 
walk over Snowdon instead, 
starting at the Snowdon Ranger 
by Llyn Cwellyn. A rendezvous 
at 3.00 had been arranged, about 
3 hours being estimated as being 
sufficient for Mr Emyr’s trip. 


I met Brian in the car park at the 
Nant Peris end of Llyn Peris. 
Spoil from the Llanberis Mines 
(SH/597.587) can be seen ex- 
tending up the mountain for a 
few hundred feet. There used to 
be two adits at valley level, but 
these have been gated, presuma- 
bly in connection with the Dinor- 
wic pumped storage scheme. A 
steep climb took us past what 
appears to be another blocked 
level to an open adit on the side 
of a rock spur. The adit was 
about 50m long leading to a large 
stoped area. The stope seems to 
be about 20m high. It appears 
that it might be possible to climb 
to a higher level here if not bur- 
dened by bulky oversuits. 


A short passage to the left emerg- 
es in another stoped out area. On 
the left there is a 10m foot deep 
shaft in the floor surrounded by 
semi-consolidated rubble - a 
problem if a descent were to be 
made. It is likely that this shaft 
leads to the blocked adit that we 
had seen earlier on. The stope in 
this area appears to be up to 30m 


high with extensive stempling 
and a couple of wooden plat- 
forms. We managed to climb up 
some boulders on the right to 
reach a small chamber at higher 
level in order to obtain a better 
view. 


Back outside, climbing further up 
the slope, open cast workings 
were encountered. Following Bri- 
an through some large boulders, a 
short drop led to a_ boulder 
floored chamber. Closer investi- 
gation showed the floor to be 
false with a chunky drop under- 
neath down which we dropped a 
few stones. This area is probably 
above the stope we explored ear- 
lier on. 


Higher up again, a tight entrance 
against a large slab led to another 
stope excavated to the surface. 
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Llanberis Mine, Nant Peris 


by Robin Griffiths 


Much to Brian’s satisfaction, the 
murky pool at the bottom sported 
the fleecy remains of a sheep 
whose longevity hadn’t been en- 
hanced by it’s dabbling in spele- 
ology. 


Llanberis Mine consists of a 
number of separate workings. 
These were Lower Works, Yew 
Tree Works (probably the one 
that we visited), Smithy Works 
and Bridge Works. > 


Boulder Climb 


Hole in Floor 


Stope leading upwards 


Plan View 


Entrance 
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The mine - part of the Vaynol 
Estate, started operating in the 
mid 18th century and continued 
in one form or another until al- 
most the end of the 19th century. 
In the early years, ore was trans- 
ported by boat across Llyn Peris 
as the current road was then just 
a horse path. It would be interest- 
ing if we could obtain access to 
the lower gated levels, as these 
are probably quite extensive.” 


A short trip up to the Pen-y-Pass 
car park and the weather was vis- 
ibly deteriorating. The gear 
change was enlivened by the visit 
of a friendly sheep. The walk up 
to Llyn Glaslyn is in the Gaping 
Gill league length wise, but it 
wasn’t long before we got to the 
top lake. 


The first level we looked at was 

on the north east side of the 

lake up a spoil heap. This lev- 

el is situated apart from the 

rest of the workings and 

was probably a trial 

along a different lode. 

The passage was 

about 150m long 

with a junction 

on the left 
extending 

for anoth- 

er 50m 

or so. 


Open Workings 


Spoil 


Rough Section through hillside at Llanberis Mine 


Waterfall from Roof 


Britannia Mine Level 1 or 2 
Along Sneyd’s Lode 
Back at the workings proper, and 
we spread out as we climbed up 
the spoil heaps searching for en- 
trances. The first one we came to 
was either level 1 or 2. Welly 
deep water soon gave way to 
mud. The passage was quite 
roomy and after a while we 
reached a four way junction. On- 
wards ended after a few feet. To 
the right was an old wooden hop- 
per encrusted in blue copper flow 
formations. This connects with a 
level above. This passage contin- 
ues under the hopper, but water 
and dodgy looking props made 
exploration of this unwise. The 
way on to the left curves to the 
right and reaches a low area be- 
fore rising in a chamber with a 
large amount of water falling 
from a hole in the roof. The water 
then got up to thigh level, but the 
passage ended after a short dis- 
tance. 


Back on the surface, the next lev- 
el upwards (2 or 3) also con- 
tained a large amount of water. 
This was a linear passage, reach- 
ing a stoped out area after about 
100m. There was another large 
wooden chute coming down 
from the roof and continuing 
downwards from the level. 
There were a number of 
deep holes on_ the 
right. Continuing 
under the chute 
comes to a large 
hole in the 
floor with 
only a sin- 

gle 


Blocked 


Valley Bottom 
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plank across it. The area was fes- 
tooned in timber remains that 
would make even Indiana Jones 
shudder. It was impossible to 
progress any further safely, alt- 
hough a large passage can be 
seen continuing on the other side. 


The next level up has recently 
been blocked. I actually visited 
this one about 5 years ago, and I 
seem to remember a couple of 
deep holes on the right soon after 
the entrance. It was possible to 
pass through a large wooden door 
to a wooden platform with a 
trapdoor opening above a shaft to 
a lower level. The passage con- 
tinued to a large stope containing 
a large amount of blue copper 
ore. A shaft from the roof con- 
nected with a higher level. 


We continued up as far as the 
Pyg Track, but all the entrances 
now seem to have been blocked 
or have vanished, apart from a 
couple of surface stopes. There 
were rumours that the Britannia 
Mine connected with Clogwyn 
Coch Mine on the other side of 
Snowdon, but this has never been 
substantiated. 


Back at Llyn Glaslyn huddled 
against an old wall in the rain, we 
were quite impressed when about 
20 minutes later we saw a very 
wet looking Emyr - actually on 
time! 


For details on the mines see The 
Old Copper Mines of Snowdonia 
by David Bick. 
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South Wales Weekend 


Ogof Draenen 
4th & 5th March 1995 


Party: Andy, Brian, Dean, Mandy, Richard, Rob, Steve 


Saturday 14th January 


Friday morning dawned bright 
and white. Most of the principali- 
ty was covered in a thick blanket 
of snow. Great I thought, Dean 
will be in his element - he had 
just invested in a 4 wheel drive 
Terrera, one of those big jobs 
with a chunky tyre on the back. 
However, things were not a fait 
accompli on my side since I had 
to drive my trusty Cavalier down 
to Corris where Dean would take 
over. My journey was enlivened 
by the two cars behind me collid- 
ing when I stopped for the car in 
front to turn right. From Corris 
on it was plain sailing with an 
under the weather Dean 
(remnants of a flu) taking the 
helm. 


For some strange reason, instead 
of staying in a pub or B&B we 
had decided to camp in the awn- 
ing of Brian’s camper van, and so 
a few miles before reaching 
Crickhowell we used the CB. We 
soon contacted Brian who was 
already at the camp site, enquir- 
ing as to the state of hostilities 
(see Ogofa 3). Brian informed us 
that the camp proprietors were in 
a good mood today, and that it 
would be quite in order for us to 


Res 3? aM 
Entrance to Ogof Draenen 


come on site. After checking in 
and being told to keep off the 
grass, we had the awning up on a 
rather marshy bit of ground, and 
soon my secret weapon - the in- 
flatable sun lounger was in- 
stalled, commissioned and ready 
for action. 


The original plan of doing a 
small cave or going walking in 
the Black Mountains soon evapo- 
rated and so we decided on a 
quick drive up to find the loca- 
tion of Ogof Draenen, which we 
soon accomplished. Driving a 
different route back to camp, we 
got to a rather precipitous section 
of road, liberally covered in snow 
and ice with a big drop on the 
left. Dean was enjoying himself 
with the vehicle in 4 wheel drive, 
and he was probably justifying 
the purchase to himself when we 
spotted an old Astra in the back 
mirror cruising downhill through 
the snow behind us. Things got 
quite involved at this stage as 
Richard called us on the mobile 
requesting weather details. 


Several pints later we met Rich- 
ard, Mandy and their friend Andy 
who 


had driven down from 
Leeds, although by this 
time Dean and Rob had 
already retired. Another 
2 few pints later and it was 
back to camp with Brian 
and Rob in the camper 
and Dean and myself in 
gee the awning which was 
}* probably a few degrees 
‘below freezing by now. 
However with the fleece 
suit and other extra items 


Ogota 


by Robin Griffiths 


of clothing on it was quite cosy, 
although I did notice that Dean’s 
sleeping bag was covered in ice 
by the morning (unlike myself 
Dean had neglected to secure a 
“secret weapon’ to keep himself 
off the ground). 


Crickhowell isn’t really geared 
up towards serving the active 
caver, and so we were forced to 
have pie and chips from a chippy 
for breakfast. One of the discov- 
eries of the day before had been 
the home made ‘Jap Cakes’t as 
sold in Anwen’s Bakery. These 
were basically a concoction of 
chocolate, toffee, nuts and fruit, 
and piles of these were purchased 
and stashed in the tackle bag. At 
this point we met Steve and Pete, 
so with the team now complete 
we trundled up the hill towards 
the Lamb and Fox public house. 
Luckily this was shut, so we had 
no option but to get changed for 
the cave. 


It was very snowy up the top and 
so the killer slugs which are said 
to frequent the slope on the way 
down to the entrance were not in 
evidence today. The slope was 
good fun to negotiate with oppor- 
tunities being taken by various 
people to indulge in ‘bumslides’. 
Steve, Richard and Andy disap- 
peared down the small entrance 
whilst Dean tried to fix his hired 
light which had now failed. Half 
an hour later, news came up that 
the advance party had at last 
managed to open the gate! The 
flat out entrance opens into a ver- 
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tical rift with loose boulders 
shored up by scaffolding. A cou- 
ple of awkward manoeuvres lat- 
er, the 30’ scaffolded shaft 
emerged in a larger passage con- 
taining the log book. I duly 
signed in, and carried on, the way 
now a flat out crawl through wa- 
ter through the ‘entrance’ gate. 
Brian who was last in decided to 
test the lock before locking the 
gate behind us. Unfortunately it 
now refused to open again so af- 
ter several fruitless attempts, he 
gave up and hid it until we came 
out. 


Another couple of awkward bits, 
a large chamber and a low crawl 
took us to a 15’ pitch. This had 
been rigged with a handline and 
we were soon down it. Shortly 
afterwards we came out in a huge 
square cross sectioned passage 
marked by a large cairn. 


It now became difficult to keep 
the party together as exploration 
fever took over as people disap- 
peared at random up various side 
passages. People eventually 
calmed down and we were able 
to proceed down the boulder 
floored passage around a few 
corners to ‘Tea Junction’ passing 
undermeath a gigantic dangling 
doom type slab wedged in the 
roof of the passage. Following 
the river downstream brought us 
to a junction with ‘Beyond a 
Choke’ and ‘Gilwern Passage’. 
Downstream, Beyond a Choke 
developed into a fine streamway, 
although the floor was quite pit- 
ted which made walking difficult. 
En route there were a number of 
chokes (as found in most South 
Wales caves) which necessitated 
various degrees of climbing and/ 
or squeezing to get through. Sec- 
tions of this passage were very 
‘samey’ although there were nu- 
merous flow and mud formations 
to make it interesting. Some dis- 


tance further on and we came to 
an inlet which discharged a fair 
amount of water in the stream- 
way. This was ‘Agent Blorenge’, 
so named after the hill that we 
were currently under. Time was 
now getting on and so Steve and 
Pete decided it was time for them 
to get out and drive back to Bris- 
tol. We decided to have a quick 
look at Agent Blorenge before 
returning. From our brief foray, 
the passage looks pretty sporting 
with a couple of wet climbs being 
sampled before turning round. 


Going back up Beyond a Choke 
seemed to take ages, and by the 
time we got back to Tea Junction 
it was time to make our way out. 
The entrance series was quite en- 
tertaining and by the time I got 
out it was starting to snow. Rich- 
ard, Mandy and Andy made their 
way uphill to their van, but I had 
to wait by the entrance for the 
others as Brian had the car keys. 
About twenty minutes later Brian 
duly arrived (Rob and Dean had 
wandered off somewhere around 
the top of the entrance series), by 
which time I was frozen even 
though the now empty ‘Jap Cake’ 
plastic bags were being employed 
as gloves. 


By the time we got to the vehi- 
cles there was a fierce blizzard 
blowing, but fortunately Richard 
let us get changed in the back of 
his Mercedes van. Ten minutes 
later, Rob and Dean turned up 
together with the lock which they 
had not managed to open. A 
quick wash later and the lock was 
fully operational again although 
no-one could be persuaded to get 
changed and take it down the 
cave again. We therefore decided 
to hand it in behind the bar of the 
Lamb and Fox with the option of 
picking it up again on Monday 
for refitting. 
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Richard’s van was now stuck in 
the billowing snow, and so Dean 
had the opportunity to test the 
towing potential of his new vehi- 
cle. This was accomplished with 
ease and probably made up for 
the Astra incident. By the time 
we got to the pub in Crickhowell, 
Dean and I were going off the 
camping idea as were Richard 
and Mandy whose van was now 
wet after being used as a chang- 
ing room. Whilst Andy was melt- 
ing yet another slab of pizza in 
the van using a blow torch of 
some description, Mandy man- 
aged to secure some cheap ac- 
commodation in the Beaufort 
Arms - or the pub formerly 
known as the Beaufort Arms (as 
squiggle - the artist formerly 
known as Prince would say). 


Following closing time at the 
Bear, we trundled across the road 
to the Beaufort Arms, now re- 
named Grasshoppers or ‘oppers 
to the locals (“ave you come 
from ’oppers then ?”). ‘Oppers 
was still vibrant by the time we 
got there, so we sat down in the 
corner for the place to empty so 
we could have a residential pint. 
It was around this point in the 
proceedings that we spotted the 
Beaufort Arms’ coup de grace 
standing in the middle of the 
floor - namely an eight foot tall 
statue of a green grasshopper sit- 
ting astride a rearing horse wear- 
ing a top hat and holding a cock- 
tail glass in it’s hand. The specta- 
cle of this effigy was wondrous 
to behold, and more than a little 
surreal the next morning when 
we were breakfasting in the shad- 
ow of the said oversized, hedon- 
istic insect. 


As the people who were leaving 
the place were being supplement- 
ed by a fresh input of people 


from sources unknown, we de-c 
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cided to forego the after-hours 
pints and retire for the night - 
apart from Dean that is who was 
invited by the publican to join 
him and his chums at a party 
‘dahn the Manor’ (do wha’ 
squire ?), where some local char- 
acter was having his 50th birth- 
day party. Dean could not per- 
suade the rest of us to join him, 
so he was ushered away in a taxi 
to the said ‘Manor’ where by all 
accounts the frivolity of the occa- 
sion knew no bounds. On the 
way back to ‘oppers, the publican 
expressed the view that anyone 
has the aptitude to be a caver 
which he decided to prove by 
diving into a frozen swimming 
pool in someone’s back garden. 


Sunday morning and there was 
no sign of Dean at breakfast. 
Sunday was the day of the CCC 
AGM, and this was to be our first 
meeting as full members. The 
meeting, as with the previous 
ones was interesting although 
there weren’t any contentious 
issues this time. The weather 
wasn’t up to much so afterwards 
we had a tour around the Beacons 
by car (sorry 4WD) before head- 
ing off to Abergavenny for a cur- 
ry followed by a few pints. We 
were back in the awning tonight, 
but with our freshly spun dried 
fleece suits it was quite comfy 
again. 


Camera Corner 


Brian ascending Main Shaft, Alum 


We had originally planned to 
head off to Mendip and do a 
round trip in Swildon’s on Mon- 
day, but with the lock situation as 
yet unresolved and wet weather 
promising an unpleasant trip in 
the various ducks and sumps of 
Swildons, we thought better of it 
and headed up The Blorenge 
again. The proprietor of the 
Lamb and Fox informed me that 
he had already handed the lock 
back to some cavers on the Sun- 
day. We therefore decided to 
have a quick trip down anyway. 
Changing into the wet clothing of 
Saturday we noticed a certain 
lack of Mr Mannion, and so it 
was that just the three of us re- 
turned down Draenen. 


Walking down the main passage 
again, we utilised a shortcut pas- 
sage which chopped off a large 
corner to emerge underneath the 
dangling doom rock. This time 
we turned left at “Tea Junction’ 
up another huge boulder floored 
passage eventually leading to the 
huge ‘Lamb and Fox Chamber’. 
This was split in two by a large 
boulder choke and had what 
loked suspiciously like a pile of 
garden compost at the end. 


There wasn’t really enough time 
to explore ‘Megadrive’ and ‘St 
David's Hall’ as we had intended, 
so instead we had a look up 


An easy day out, Browgill 
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‘Gilwern Passage’. This started 
off nicely with loads of for- 
mations and a nice dry mud floor 
taped off to prevent damage to 
the mud formations. There were a 
couple of impressive calcite 
pools on the way which although 
in vulnerable positions had been 
well protected using metal stakes, 
perspex sheets and foam. The 
passage also sported a large 
amount of gypsum crystals. Gil- 
wern Passage ends in ‘Old IIltyd- 
ian Chamber’ where ‘Morg- 
annwg Passage’ starts. This has 
some vulnerable calcite for- 
mation right across its start and 
has now been taped off in order 
to prevent its destruction. It must 
be a quandary to explorers who 
first come across virgin cave as 
to how best to protect the for- 
mations, and as to what effect 
any measures taken will have in 
the long term - after all a few tens 
of years is a short time in the life- 
time of a cave, and it only takes 
one bull in the shop! 


We were out quite early, and so 
to set the seal on the weekend’s 
proceedings we stopped off at a 
Little Chef in Builth on the way 
home. 


+ Apparently these cakes weren’t 
the fabled Jap Cakes after all, but 
something called Florentines! A 
team will be back to investigate. 


Entrance to Bull Pot, Kingsdale 
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The two Glynrhonwy quarries 
were the biggest ventures on the 
western side of Llyn Padarn. Up- 
per Glynrhonwy was originally 
an independent quarry consisting 
of two pits on the west side of the 
Brynbras road which operated 
from the mid 19th century until 
the 1930’s. Upon its amalgama- 
tion with the lower works, slate 
and drainage water went out 
through Glynrhonwy Lower 
quarry via a tunnel underneath 
the Bryn-bras road. 


Glynrhonwy Lower basically 
consisted of three pits, the upper 
being the largest. Combined tram 
and drainage adits connected the 
pits together - with a tunnel ulti- 


mately leading under the 
Llanberis - Caernarfon road 
providing an exit for the water 
and slates. Slate spoil was 
dumped in Llyn Padarn, the area 
now a recreation area. 


From 1940 until 1961, the Air 
Ministry extensively modified 
the lower pit and built a 2 storey 
concrete bunker for storing am- 
munition and other supplies. An- 
other tunnel was driven under the 
road to connect with the standard 
gauge lakeside railway near the 
D.M.M. factory. Much of the sur- 
face buildings belonging to the 
Ministry were flattened during 
the early 1980’s. 
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The bottom pit is rectangular in 
shape with sheer 40ft deep sides. 
The end nearest the road is nego- 
tiable via a rubble slope. The 
vaulted bunker itself is impres- 
sive (especially at night !) and is 
at the opposite side. It consists of 
a rectangular array of intercon- 
necting rooms. Both the tunnels 
under the road (looking a bit like 
a James Bond set with smooth 
concrete walls) are accessible for 
short distances up until where 
they are blocked by brick walls. 
The sunken railway enters the 
bunker parallel to the original 
tram route. From here two large 
lifts (mostly intact) and a stair- 
way give access to the vaulted 


upper story. 


Just to the left of the 
railway is a_ large 
draughting hole 
which is the entrance 
to the old tram adit 
S leading to the other 
o pits. This has a con- 
crete slab floor under 
which drainage wa- 
ter flows. After some 
distance a shaft in 
the roof is met just 
before emerging in 
the next smaller pit. 
From here the next 
section of the tunnel 
can be followed 
through shallow wa- 
ter until either a roof 
fall or a deliberate 
blockage is encoun- 
tered about 50m be- 
fore the upper pit. 


Tunnels 
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Rhosydd Rescue Practice (contd.) 


The great advantage of writing 
reports of trips where only a 
handful of people take part is that 
most people reading it have no 
idea if it bears any resemblance 
to what actually took place. This 
event was of course attended by a 
great many knowledgeable per- 
sons, most of whom probably 
have better memories than my- 
self. The following account will 
therefore be brief. I apologise for 
my digression but you have to 
pad out these things somehow. 
The scenario, as has certainly 
been mentioned before, was that 
two silly girls had got lost some- 
where in Rhosydd slate mine, 
probably between no. 9 adit, and 
the West Twll. We were almost 
convinced. 


I did gain some ‘Brownie’ points 
for the GCPC by having about 
my person a detailed plan of 
Rhosydd slate mine and making 
such available to the controller. 
Not bad considering that we had 
no clues as to where the exercise 
was to take place until our arrival 
at Tanygrisiau. (complete fluke, 
it had been in my oversuit pocket 
for months). We all entered via 
no. 9 adit, and after searching the 
trial chambers mid way along it, 


assembled at the 
area at the bottom 
of the 6/9 incline 
known as 
‘Piccadilly Circus’. 
Chris Jowett took 
control and orga- 
nized us into teams 
ensuring that each 
search team had a 
first aider, one per- 
son who was famil- 
iar with the mine. 
(me) and two persons 
experienced in search and rescue 
techniques. I’m sorry, I can’t re- 
member the names of the other 
chaps in my team, my memory is 
not what it was. I think it was Jim 
and Graham. 


Anyway, George, Fred and I, set 
off with another team containing 
fellow GCPC member Robin 
Griffiths, and searched all the 
chambers off no. 9 gallery East. 
There are eight such chambers (A 
to H) many of which cut into up- 
per levels and at least three that 
run up to no. 6 level. Our plan 
was for each team to search alter- 
nate chambers and then mark off 
with barrier tape the ones that 
had been thoroughly inspected. It 
seemed to work very well. These 


Briefing in North Vein Chambe 
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places are not for the faint heart- 
ed, the slabs and flakes of slate 
are as sharp as knives and blocks 
the size of cars have fell from the 
roof. Eventually, all the said 
chambers were inspected, and 
having found nothing we were 
about to report to the controller, 
when, it was suggested, we 
should research Chamber 9-A- 
West. We found a casualty (one 
of members of the other team) 
and dealt with him as we saw fit. 
I then joined the team dealing 
with another casualty whom had 
carelessly fallen into Chamber 7- 
A-West. I’m sure Dean will be 
able to give an accurate account 
of this (Ed. No can’t seem to find 
that one). Incidentally, we never 
did find those silly girls. 


Rhiw, Benallt & Nant Manganese Mines 


Tuesday 27th December 1994 


Party: Brian Davies, Robert Davies, Robin Griffiths 


The above mines are situated at 
the south western end of the 
Lleyn peninsula in Gwynedd and 
were the largest in North Wales. 


We called to pick up Robin in 
Caernarfon and headed west via 
Pwllheli to Rhiw. We finally 
found somewhere inconvenient 
to park, donned the appropriate 
gear, assembled the necessary 


accessories and disappeared into 
the mist. It has been suggested 
that the area was in fact worked 
as early as Roman times who ap- 
parently used the mineral for the 
manufacture of dyes. It is well 
documented however, that these 
particular workings were opened 
in 1886, and continued in produc- 
tion until 1918. The site lay 
dormant until the outbreak of 


by Robert Davies 


World War 2, when, due to the 
fall in imports of manganese the 
mines were taken over by the 
Ministry of Supply and reopened. 


We soon lost the footpath and 
found ourselves in dense bramble 


(must return when the blackberr- 
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ies are ready) and struggling to : 

make progress. The place had a Benallt & Rhiw 
strange eerieness about it height- Manganese Mines 
ened by the dense fog and drizzle 

We located no. 1 shaft and at- aetna 


tached our static rope to a con- Manganese Mines of. North Wales 


& 

venient steam boiler. The boiler 

looked very similar to that from a 
locomotive and could possibly 

have been adapted from such. 
The shaft top was surrounded by 
a flimsy wire fence, funnel 
shaped at the top and guarded by 
gorse bushes and bracken. BD 
volunteered to go first and spent 
quite a time ‘gardening’ at the 
shaft rim to remove the loose soil 
and rocks that would have been 
dislodged by the rope. Eventually 
he was gone, and a minute or so 
later “rope free” was heard. I de- 
scended next and slowly made 
my way down what was a 3 me- 
tre square shaft the walls of 
which are covered with bright 
moss dripping with water. 
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visited (see separate survey) 
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No. 1 shaft SRT rig 


As I neared the bottom I was warned to be 
careful where I put my feet. Good advice, the 
bottom of the shaft was littered with sheep 
bones and piles of fertilizer bags with good- 
ness knows what inside. We did not bother to 
investigate! Also the whole mass at the bottom 
of the shaft had a hollow ring to it and is prob- 
ably on a false floor supported on wooden 
beams. Robin joined us and we set off to ex- 
plore the tunnels and make a survey of the 
workings. The sketch below shows the limit of 
our exploration and illustrates that there are 
lower levels waiting for us on a future visit. 
Several ‘winzes’ (shafts down to the lower lev- 
els) were passed, some of which have wrought 
iron grills over them and there is another hori- 
zon part way down the main shaft which may 
be worth investigating. 


There is also some impressive fungi growing 
nicely down there if you feel peckish. Speak- 
ing of being peckish, just before re-ascending 
we relaxed for a few minutes to enjoy a snack 
at the pit bottom. I sat down on the dusty floor 
and could not 
help noticing a 
great many red- 
dish brown ob- 
jects scattered 
everywhere. 
They were 
bluebottle cast- 
ers (the next 
stage after 
maggots). If I 
ever take up 
coarse fishing 
up again I 
know where to 
go for bait. = 


4) 


Passage entering stope, 


Rhiw Mine 


‘Llanfrothen’ Level 


Just after passing the Croesor turnoff 
on the Llanfrothen to Beddgelert road, 
an adit can be seen in the field on the 
right at SH/ 6140.4210 Location Map 
OS Map. There are a number of old 
lead mines around Llanfrothen, but 


this adit doesn’t seem to be document- 
ed. 


The adit is more or less at sea level 
and no spoil at all is visible. Given the 
ease of removal it is very likely that 
the spoil has been used for building 
purposes. 


A brick wall has been built across the 
adit, but a small hole has been 
knocked through providing access. 
The level itself is quite roomy, being 
about 7’ wide and 6.5’ high. The level 
contains welly deep water for about 
half its length. A number of bats were 
seen to be roosting in the roof. 


After about 300’, there is a small 
crosscut. Some distance further on is a 
strange looking pool extending for 
about 20’. It is difficult to say whether 
this is a shallow pool or a shaft since 
the water is clear for about a foot and 
then murky below. The passage ap- 
pears to terminate just after the pool. 


Apart from possibly the ‘pool’, there 
doesn’t appear to be any signs of ore 
working in the level. The level is also 
unusual in its large bore- it is more of 
an adit than a trial level. 
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Shaft in floor 15' 


Out into daylight again and with 
the weather improving we spent 
some time exploring the surface 
works. Many of the shafts shown 
on the plan could not be located 
but no. 5 (the Ministry of Supply) 
was located but is capped with 
concrete. 


A short drive took us down to 
Nant mine situated by the coast 
and connected originally with 
Benallt/ Rhiw by a tramway and 
railroad. The first adit we entered 
was only a few metres long be- 
fore reaching an opencast quarry. 
This has been filled with farm 
and automotive garbage almost to 
the rim. 


Little Hull Pot 


Tuesday 27th December 1994 
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7/8 way down Xe 


Shaft in floor 
15' 


A further couple of hundred me- 
tres down the footpath took us 
past no.1 adit and then no.2. We 
left these for now and walked 
down to the beach to view the 
winding house and remains of 
steelwork lying on the rocks be- 
low the high tide line. We re- 
turned to no. 2 adit and went in. 
After a short distance we reached 
where the ore had been extracted 
but unfortunately some of the 
working are under water and 
could not be visited. We left Nant 
via. no. | adit and explored sev- 
eral other short (trial) adits before 
packing up and leaving for home. 


Party: Brian Davies, Robert Davies, Robin Griffiths, Dean Mannion 


The above date found us heading 
North once more to Ingleton in 
North Yorkshire. Arrived 2 or 3 
hours later and paid Inglesport 
the obligatory visit. Onto Bernies 
next to await the rest of the 
GCPC. They finally arrived at 
10.45 and we were taken aback 
to finally meet Mr. Parry (our 
Chairman). However he was not 
going to join us on the trip to Lit- 
tle Hull Pot, but was going off 
with a couple of friends to visit 


Great Douk. We traveled to Hor- 
ton in Ribblesdale, and headed up 
the long green lane (part of the 
Pennine Way) up to Little Hull 
Pot. It was quite a warm day for 
October and the fleece suited 
Dean was looking decidedly tor- 
rid by the time we arrived at the 
entrance. 


I have been looking forward to 
visiting this particular Pot for a 
long time, ever since a brief peep 


Shaft in floor 15' 


Main Shaft 


, 


Robert abseiling down Shaft 1 


by Brian Davies 


when passing way back in the 
early eighties, when I, along with 
other members of the Dinorwic 
power station, ‘Relief Shift Ram- 
blers’ did the Pennine Way. With 
hindsight, it’s easy to see how 
foolhardy our adventure was. I 
can just imagine the headlines:- 
“Walkers dressed in shorts and 
tee shirts rescued from Pennine 
cave”, “Just one small torch be- 
tween them”, “Silly in the ex- 
treme” exclaims police = 
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spokesman, etc. etc. Well, we 
survived and now I’m back but 
this time properly equipped and a 
little wiser (well, maybe not!). 


We entered the small orifice situ- 
ated in a shallow depression and 
headed in. The first bit was a 
straight forward walk, followed 
by a section requiring a hands 
and knees crawl. Enough room to 
stand again, and following the 
vadose canyon with some nice 
flowstone deposits we soon ar- 
rived at the first pitch. This was 
approx. 60’ in depth with no 
problems in access. Dean rigged 
this first pitch and I brought up 
the rear. The next pitch was soon 
reached, this one being about 
100’ in depth. We used our nice 
new shiny rope for this one. I de- 
scended first and reached a large 
ledge some 30’ down. I put on a 
deviation at this point to prevent 
our aforementioned nice new 
shiny rope abrading against the 
side of the shaft when the next 
section was descended. There 
was a moderate flow of water 
down this pitch which could have 
been dealt with by ‘bailing’ out 
the pool at the top but the GCPC 
are a hardy bunch and enjoy a 
good soaking. The shaft was 
quite circular and about 30’ in 
diameter the base of which was a 


good place to stop for re- 
freshment. Impatient, I 
was soon off again 
(missing the chopped 
dates apparently) and 
down a short climb still 
following the water flow 
to join a passage leading 
to the left. The way on 
now getting tighter and a 
low crawl though a foot 
of water made me glad 
that I had donned my 
‘Rubber Ware’. 


yn 


The final section leading Somewhere in Little Hull! Note ‘fleecey’ hats 


to the head of the third 
pitch although very high was 
quite narrow and required several 
climbs well above stream level to 
find a section wide enough to fit 
my moderately corpulent frame. 
After a few hundred feet of this 
the final pitch was reached, this 
being only 20’ but a little awk- 
ward to rig. Once down and 
whilst waiting for the rest I ex- 
plored the two passages leading 
off from this chamber. The one 
directly ahead leads downstream 
and ends in a sump showing evi- 
dence of a recent high water lev- 
el. The other passage leads up 
stream and along a bedding plane 
which eventually become too low 
to permit further progress. 


Once everyone was down and 
had fully explored the termini I 
led the way out with Dean de- 
rigging the pitches along the way. 
I ascended the big pitch first get- 
ting quite wet again but the oth- 
ers had the luxury of a dry ascent 
because I was able to bale out the 
pool at the top of the pitch. The 
sun was still shinning on our way 
back to Horton and I was looking 
forward to the evenings itinerary, 
the high point being the GCPC 
annual Dinner and Dance which 
was held in the “Pub in Clap- 
ham” the name of which I’ve for- 
gotten already. 


The 1995 Spring Bank Holiday Sortie 


27th to 29th May 1995 


Easegill system - Pool Sink to Wretched Rabbit 
Party: Brian, Dean, Emyr, Mandy, Richard, Robert, Robin 


The original plan was for Robert 
and myself to get to Yorkshire 
early, enter Top Sink, rig Walrus 
and Penknife pitches and meet 
the rest of the party at the en- 
trance to Pool Sink for a ‘Top 
Sink - Pool Sink’ exchange. The 
actuality was as follows :- 


Parked at Bull Pot farm, deposit- 
ed the relevant paperwork and 
Robert and I walked the mile or 


so, cursing the rain as we trun- 
dled over the hill to ‘Top Sink’ in 
Easegill. Quite a lot of water was 
flowing high up in the gill alt- 
hough not much was present at 
Pool Sink. 


We found the entrance and went 
in, making our way along the me- 
andering passageway until a dis- 
tant rumble confirmed we were 
nearing ‘Walrus Pitch’. The rum- 


ble soon became a thunderous 
roar confirming that copious 
quantities of water were flowing 
down the pitch and I was in two 
minds weather or not to abort the 
whole thing at this stage. I decid- 
ed to give it a go and rigged the 


pitch which was a little awkward, — 
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having to swing round a corner to 
reach the head but quite comfort- 
able once on the ledge. I de- 
scended and although the top of 
the pitch was out of the stream, 
by about halfway down the water 
had spread out and I got a good 
soaking. I waited at the bottom of 
the pitch for Robert to follow. I 
waited and then waited some 
more but could not make out the 
muffled shouts that were coming 
down. I thought he wanted the 
rope pulling away from the water 
but it later transpired that he 
wanted the rope pulling over to 
him. (the opposite way) Eventu- 
ally I could make out a call of 
‘Rope Free’ so I returned back up 
the pitch to find out what was 
appertaining. 


He had not managed to negotiate 
the corner and reach the ledge 
and decided to give the descent a 
miss. We left Top Sink and on 
arrival at the surface we met 
Robin who had arrived with 
Dean, Richard and Mandy. Robin 
and I returned into Top Sink and 
debated whether or not to contin- 
ue to Penknife but it was decided 
that a change of plan was needed. 
After de-rigging we returned to 
the Pool sink entrance and a 
modified trip to Wretched Rabbit 
was decided on. Incidentally, by 
this time the water at Pool sink 
had risen considerably and the 
‘Pool’ was now full of water 
where an hour or so before it was 
dry. It was however falling again 
and we decided to continue with 
plan ‘B’ 


The rest of the trip (the details of 
which I’m sure someone else will 
give a full account) (Ed. I think 
not!) consisted of a series of ‘Pull 
through pitches’ and a return to 
the surface via Wretched Rabbit. 


Wade’s Entrance 
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The obligatory Bank Holiday Gaping Gill Trip 


Flood Entrance to Stream Passage Pot 


Party: Brian, Dean, Robert 


Robin and Emyr giving today’s 
activities a miss to go walking so 
it’s just Robert, Dean and myself 
heading to Clapham for this trip. 
We parked and started towards 
Trow Gill 


Dean was setting a cracking pace 
and at one stage was a couple of 
hundred yards ahead of us. Rob- 
ert in a flash of inspiration tried 
thumbing a lift off a Landrover 


Robe ensconsed in 
sage oil drum entrance 


heading towards Ingleborough 
cave and it stopped and picked us 
up. We whizzed past Dean who 
glared at us as we accelerated 
away. I suspect that had the vehi- 
cle taken us all the way to Gap- 
ing Gill, he would not have spo- 
ken to us for a week. Dean 
caught us up and soon we found 
ourselves once more staring at 
the spectacle of the Gaping Gill 
winch meet. After a cup of tea we 
located the entrance to Flood En- 
trance (or so we thought at the 
time - It was in fact ‘Wades’ En- 
trance) and went in. 


The pitches had all been rigged 
as usual which makes the trip 
feasible for a small team such as 
ourselves. The first couple of 
pitches went without incident and 
we arrived at a narrow tube (the 
one that connects with the top of 
Bar Pot’s ‘Big Pitch’) and we 
made our way along it with Rob- 
ert in front. Robert however 
found it a bit tight and protested 
when I tried to urge him on. 
There was nothing for it but to 
extract ourselves from aforemen- 
tioned situation and find the next 
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pitch of Flood. The Pitch was 
quickly found and I headed down 
and waited at the bottom for Rob 
and Dean to follow. I reckon I 
must have been there at least 30 
minutes before Robert joined me 
with the explanation that Dean 
had heard faint cried of “Help!” 
coming from the previously men- 
tioned passage and had gone off 
to investigate. We waited another 
30 minutes before I prusiked 
back up to find out what the hold 
up was. It transpired that one 
poor chap from another group 
who were heading out of Flood 
entrance, had become separated 
from his comrades and was in a 
state of exhaustion. Dean was 
with him at the top of the pitch 
by the time I arrived back up. He 
declared that he would go back 
out via Flood Entrance with this 
chap and help him find his com- 
panions. 


“Large gap left here for Dean’s 
gripping account of how he sin- 
gle handedly extracted the unfor- 


tunate person from _ said 
cave.” (Ed. Nope, no sign of that 
article either !!) 


Meanwhile back at the ‘Sharp 
end’ 


I descended once again, rejoined 
Robert and we headed off in the 
direction of Stream Passage. We 
did err slightly and had we not 
bumped into another party (who 
had also ‘erred’), we would have 
gone round in circles and found 
ourselves back at the foot of the 
last pitch. We made good our 
navigation and soon reached 
Sand Cavern. It was not too diffi- 
cult to find the passage on the left 
leading to Stream passage. All 
that remained now was the ascent 
of the 4 pitches between us and 
daylight (and the Marton Arms) 


The first was 23 metres with a 
moderate flow of water coming 
down the pitch - Robert finding it 
very tiring but manageable. How- 
ever, when he learned that the 


yn 


Ogota 


next one was 6 metres longer he 
tried to argue that it would be 
better to return back and extract 
ourselves via Bar Pot. I was of 
course having none of this and 
pushed the case to continue. 
Bravely Robert climbed on and 
reached the top to wait for me. 
The top of the next pitch (27 m) 
has a very long traverse at it’s 
head and had been rigged rather 
cunningly. We finally reached 
the final short entrance (our exit) 
pitch and found Dean waiting 
outside. We arrived at the Marton 
Arms barely in time for last or- 
ders. Good thing really. Didn’t 
fancy a having a hangover for 
tomorrow’s trip. 


19th May 1995 
Hard Caving Trip 


Otherwise known a Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach 
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Addendum, Corrections and Notes 


‘' Page 2. I’m not entirely sure where the re-opening rumour came from. Certainly nothing has happened 
in the intervening years, and given the Unesco standing of the Slate Industry, it’s difficult seeing it ever re- 
opening. 

" Page 5. Listed in Wilkinson’s Gazetteer as being Pibell yr Odyn limestone quarry. 


"8 Page 17. The real highlight here is in the Western site. High up on the hillside, dangerous open stopes 
drop into various workings. 
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